Why aren’t students expected to memorize their basic facts?
This is a misunderstood issue.  Students using Investigations are expected to become fluent with their basic facts.  That said, however, memorization and recall should not precede a flexible conceptual understanding. Research has clearly established that focusing on facts and computational strategies before adequate development of the meanings of numbers and operations can interfere with the development of number sense and mathematical power.
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� See, for example, National Research Council, How Students Learn History, Mathematics, and Science in the Classroom, National Academies Press, 2005





