Will Investigations make it difficult for students to transfer to other “traditional” settings?

Math Office staff has had discussions with teachers and parents who have had experience with Investigations in other school systems.  According to them, the reality is that students always bring the traditional algorithms to the classroom (either from home or other school experiences), so the algorithms are not strange to the students.  Some students choose to use them—but they are able to understand and compute by multiple methods.  Furthermore, the 2008 edition of Investigations has students study the traditional algorithms, with the exception of the traditional algorithm for long division. This has been added to the pacing guide for grade 5 teachers who are currently using Investigations at their school. A student who can reason mathematically can adapt to any algorithm.  The greatest complaint reported by former Investigations students was that some traditional mathematics classrooms were “boring”.  As discussed in another FAQ, Investigations students are not “behind” their peers.  

