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Coming Soon…


Important Dates:





September 7 or 12


First Lead Teacher Meeting of   the year. Questions and concerns regarding Investigations will be addressed. Information will be shared and discussed. We will process summer training and 


listen to suggestions for half-day and after school sessions. 


Time: 4:45 – 6:45


Location: Administrative Building, Independent Hill





September 21, 26, 28, and


October 3 and 5 


First round of required half-day sessions.  Specific dates and location information for each school was enclosed with the previous issue of the Investigator.


It is also available at the Math Web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.pwcsmath.com" ��www.pwcsmath.com�.





 Optional After-school Investigations Workshops begin on Sept. 11. These are grade 


level specific and repeated in different parts of the county. 


Pre-registration is required through the online catalog. 


Course numbers are: 


K  – MAT 286   


1st – MAT 286.1


2nd – MAT 286.2  


3rd – MAT 286.3  


4th – MAT 286.4  


5th – MAT 286.5 


Please encourage your staff members to attend.





























Enclosures: 


Administrators’ roster for the first half-day workshops. Please return a copy to the Math Office ASAP.  


Pacing guides for grades K-2. These are included for your reference. 





Updates and Reminders


The Math Office has copies of the first unit in Investigations at grades K-2 that we can loan to teachers who have not received their books yet.


Any teacher who attended the Grades 3-5 Summer Investigations training will be receiving the first unit, Mathematical Thinking, for their grade level. These do not need to be returned to our office. 


ALL K-2 teachers should be following the PWCS pacing guide that has been provided to them. This pacing is suggested by TERC since the lessons and units spiral and build upon one another. SOL correlations are also included. 





Questions from Elementary Principals and Lead Teachers


Q1:	Is there a pre-test with Investigations that we could use to find out where our children are in mathematics? 


Q2:  Would it be alright to use the pre/post test that we were given several years ago through the math office?


Q3: What do you think about using the Flannigan materials to pretest our students?





A1:	Investigations does not have a traditional multiple choice pre-test component. However, the first unit at each grade level, Mathematical Thinking, is designed to assess students’ mathematical abilities. Teachers will be making observations based on “look fors” provided for them. They will also be assessing authentic student work that will show students’ thinking processes rather than just answers to problems. 


A2:	The pre/post test that was given out several years ago through the math office should not be used. That test was created prior to the revision in the SOLs in 2000 and does not adequately measure our current SOLs. 


A3:	We feel that the Flannigan pre-test is not necessary (see A1). We believe it is not developmentally appropriate for these grade levels, nor is it aligned philosophically with Investigations. The discussion of data should be broadened to include much more than scores on multiple choice assessments for a more in-depth picture of students’ mathematical understandings.








                                                                                                              





Half-Day Workshop Focus


The primary focus of our first half-day workshop will be assessment. This will include looking closely at the Assessment Sourcebook provided with Investigations. This book includes observational checklists and we will provide an optional spreadsheet that may be used to automate this task. We will also be looking at rubrics for evaluating student work. 





K-2 implementation of Investigations in Number, Data, and Space begins today! (


All K-2 teachers should begin with the Mathematical Thinking unit for their grade level.











