[image: image1.png]


[image: image3.png]N1
INVESTIGATIONS




[image: image4.png]=



Investigator


[image: image5.png]


[image: image2.png]



The PWCS Math





September 26, 2006						    				             Issue 10








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://investigations.scottforesman.com/images/investigations_logo.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


Coming Soon…





September 21, 26, 28, and


October 3 and 5 


First round of required half-day sessions.  Specific dates and location information for each school was enclosed with two previous issues of the Investigator.


It is also available at the Math Web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.pwcsmath.com" ��www.pwcsmath.com�.





Optional After-school Investigations Workshops began on September 11. These are grade 


level specific and repeated in different areas of the county. 


Pre-registration is required through the online catalog. 


Course numbers are: 


K  –  MAT 286   


1st –  MAT 286.1


2nd – MAT 286.2  


3rd – MAT 286.3  


4th – MAT 286.4  


5th – MAT 286.5 





Thinking ahead for grades 3-5:


MAT 249 What’s the Big Idea?


Eight televised professional development sessions teachers may view from the comfort of home on PWCS Channel 18. The series provides teachers with the tools needed to explore new ways to teach mathematics in K-8 classrooms. Using a variety of models, activities, and video clips, this course encourages participants to reflect upon their own practices and discuss ideas for innovation in teaching. A great distance learning opportunity!


























Enclosures/attachments: 


Free booklet – “Helping Your Child Learn Math” (available from the U.S. Department of Education) 





“Introducing Investigations to Families” – available as a pdf file from the Math Web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.pwcsmath.com" ��www.pwcsmath.com�





Keeping Parents Informed


It is critical that parents understand what their children will be doing in math, how this might be different from the way they were taught, and how homework may look different from what may be used to seeing. Many schools are beginning to address this via Parent Nights with a focus on Investigations. The Math Office is happy to support your efforts in any way we can, including coming to assist your staff in doing these presentations. Resources that are available to your school include:


“Schools and Families: Creating a Math Partnership” – This book was given to administrators at their spring TERC training. It is a great resource and includes answers to frequently asked questions.


“Helping Your Child Learn Math” (enclosed) is available free of charge in English and in Spanish from the U.S. Department of Education - call 1-800-872-5327. � HYPERLINK "http://www.edpubs.org/webstore/Content/search.asp" ��www.edpubs.org/webstore/Content/search.asp�  (50 copies may be ordered at a time)


“Introducing Investigations to Families”- good resource and handout for parents.


Grade level specific informational brochures for Investigations – available at the math web site- � HYPERLINK "http://www.pwcsmath.com" ��www.pwcsmath.com� 


The Math Office is scheduled to hold Parent Night presentations in about twenty schools before the end of October. If you are interested in having us do a presentation for your community, please look toward November or December. Contact Donna Stofko if you are interested in any support we can offer.  


We are also happy to share our presentation with any school upon request. This presentation is introductory and includes the video “What Are You Teaching My Child?” (English and Spanish), as well as a Power Point overview of Investigations. We close with parent involvement in one of the activities from Investigations and, of course, questions and answers. This presentation lasts about an hour and can be adapted to suit your particular needs. 








                                                                                                              





Focus of Half-Day Workshops in September/October


The primary focus of our first half-day workshops is assessment. This will include looking closely at assessments that are embedded within the units as well as the Assessment Sourcebook that comes with Investigations. We will also introduce a rubric for evaluating student work and teachers will practice using it. 





Investigations is a crucial part of Prince William County Schools’ commitment to enable all children to understand and use mathematics to solve problems for life.











