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INSTRUCTION

Middle School Language Arts/Reading and Mathematics Remediation

This notice will expire June 30, 2005

According to Regulation 649-1, students in grades six, seven and eight who have failed the fifth grade SOLs for language arts or mathematics, or are significantly below grade level, will be required to participate in a remedial program.  This notice is to provide an overview of the middle school remediation programs in Language Arts/Reading and mathematics.  Please note changes in the mathematics remediation program guidelines.  The programs that will be used for Language Arts/Reading remediation are Reading Strategies and SOAR to Success.  The mathematics remediation programs will be the Algebra Readiness Intervention Program and the Knowing Mathematics Program.  The attachment describes each program and contains the following information:

· Identification of students and description of programs

· On-going assessment of students in remediation, grading, and course numbers

· Middle school reading and math specialist responsibilities

· Staff development opportunities to support classroom and remediation teachers

Students with Disabilities’ Participation in Remediation Program

The following is a general guideline.  The school, in conjunction with parents, may feel that an exception is required with an individual student.

· When students with disabilities are in a regular class or a teamed class for Language Arts or Mathematics, they may participate in the regular middle school remediation program.

· When students with disabilities are in a special education class for Language Arts or Mathematics, remediation will occur in that setting.  The special education teacher will address the goals and objectives in accordance with the student’s IEP.
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ESOL Students’ Participation in Remediation Program

· All ESOL students at Levels 1 and 2 who are not in a regular Language Arts class will receive their remediation through the ESOL program for Language Arts. If ESOL students at Level 2 are receiving Language Arts instruction in the regular classroom, they may participate in the remediation program if recommended by their ESOL teacher.   Levels 3 and 4 and monitor ESOL students may be identified for Language Arts remediation like any other student.

· All ESOL students at Levels 1 and 2 who are not in a regular mathematics class will receive their mathematics remediation through the ESOL program.  If ESOL students at Level 1 or Level 2 are receiving mathematics instruction in the regular classroom, they may participate in the remediation program if recommended by their ESOL teacher.   Levels 3 and 4 and monitor ESOL students may be identified for mathematics remediation like any other student.

Questions about the Language/Reading remediation program should be referred to the Office of Language Arts and Libraries at 791-7251.  Questions about the Mathematics should be referred to the Office of Mathematics at 791-7240.  Questions about students with disabilities or ESOL should be referred to those offices.

Attachment

PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

2004-2005 Middle School Reading

SOL Remediation Program

Identification of Students and Description of Programs

Students in grades 6, 7, and 8 who failed the fifth grade SOL for reading or students who are significantly below grade level in reading are required to participate in the Middle School Reading Program.  The Middle School Reading program has been designed to address the needs of students who show significant weaknesses in the area of reading.

The required program allows students time, in addition to their regular Language Arts block, to work in a small group setting and focus on specific reading strategies to improve skills development and application while increasing comprehension. Based on the student’s performance on the 5th grade SOL and on the SDRT pre-test in reading, the Reading Specialist, in collaboration with the teachers and guidance, will make decisions regarding the level of services required.  Students have been identified at three levels to receive reading remediation through the Middle School Reading Program.

Level 1: Students scoring at or below 350 on the 5th grade SOL

Sixth grade students scoring at or below 350 on the 5th grade SOL, or 7th and 8th grade students scoring at or below 350 on the 5th grade retake given at sixth grade, are placed in the Reading Remediation Program and receive small group instruction using the SOAR Reading Program.  Sixth grade Stanford 9 scores, Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test Scores, as well as, teacher comments are used in placement.  SOAR focuses on using reciprocal reading strategies and skills application with a strong emphasis on comprehension. The number of students in these groups should be held at a maximum of 7.

Level 2: Students scoring between 350 and 399 on the 5th grade SOL

Students scoring between 350 and 399 on the 5th grade SOL, or 7th and 8th grade students scoring between 350 and 399 on the 5th grade retake given at sixth grade, are placed in the Strategies portion of the Reading Remediation Program.  These students receive instruction in specific reading strategies using the PWCPS Strategies Notebook, Reader’s Handbook and Reading in the Content Area materials.  In addition, attention is given to specific testing strategies based on Measuring Up.  The number of students in these groups should be held at a maximum of 12.  Sixth grade classes should be held to a 10:1 ratio as stated in guidelines issued on recovery programs.

Level 3: Students scoring in the band between 380-399 on the 5th grade SOL

Schools may choose to provide after-school remediation for students scoring in the band between 380-399 on the 5th grade SOL.  It is required that a minimum of ten instructional hours be met in the after-school program or that students be placed in the in-school program.  Sixth grade after-school programs should be held to a 10:1 ratio.

Students Whose SOL Score is 349 and Below

The SOAR to Success program will be used to address the needs of students whose scores indicate significant problems in knowing and applying reading comprehension strategies.  Students scoring 349 and below on the SOLs for reading or who meet the criteria in the matrix below will be assigned to SOAR groups.  Those groups are to be limited to no more than seven students per group.  Students will remain in the groups for a minimum of one nine week period. 

Reading Remediation Program Indicators:  SOAR to Success
	Entrance Criteria
	6th Grade
	7th Grade
	8th Grade

	SOL Reading (5th)
	Fail

Score Range: 349 & Below
	Fail

Score Range: 349 & Below

on 5th Grade Retake
	Fail

Score Range: 349 & Below

on 5th Grade Retake

	Stanford 9 (TotRD)

latest available score
	stanines 1-3
	stanines 1-3
	stanines 1-3

	Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test (SDRT)

comprehension sub-test
	more than two years below grade level
	more than two years below grade level
	more than two years below grade level

	Additional Information
	teacher comments/ observations
	teacher comments/ observations
	teacher comments/ observations


	Exit Criteria
	6th Grade
	7th Grade
	8th Grade

	SOL Reading (5th)
	pass 5th grade SOL re-take
	Pass 7th grade SOL Social Studies
	pass 8th grade SOL reading

	Stanford 9 (TotRD)

latest available score
	stanines 4 or above
	
	

	Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test (SDRT)

comprehension sub-test
	within two years of grade level
	within two years of grade level
	within two years of grade level

	Additional Information
	teacher comments/ observations
	teacher comments/ observations/CMS Scores

Test performance/Released SOL test performance
	teacher comments/ observations/CMS Scores

Test performance/Released SOL test performance


Students whose SOL score is 350 to 399 or who meet additional criteria in the matrix below will be assigned to Reading Strategies groups.  Those groups should have no more than twelve students per group.  Students in Reading Strategies groups should receive differentiated assistance with Virginia Standards of Learning and the correlated Prince William County Language Arts Curriculum Objectives that they have not passed.  These students will also study strategies for improved test taking.  To meet Remediation Recovery requirements for retaking the Grade Five SOL Test, sixth graders will remain in these groups for a minimum of ten instructional hours.  Schools have the option of providing after school remediation for students whose scores are close to 400.  Decisions regarding content and length of services to these students will be made by the Reading Specialist in collaboration with staff and parents.

Reading Remediation Program Indicators:  Reading Strategies
	Entrance Criteria
	6th Grade
	7th Grade
	8th Grade

	SOL Reading (5th)


	Fail: Score Range:

350-399  
	Fail: Score Range:

350-399
	Fail: Score Range:

350-399

	Stanford 9 (TotRD)

latest available score


	Above stanine 3
	Above stanine 3
	Above stanine 3

	Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test (SDRT)

comprehension sub-test  
	within two years of grade level
	within two years of grade level
	within two years of grade level

	Additional Information
	teacher comments/ observations
	teacher comments/ observations
	teacher comments/ observations


	Exit Criteria
	6th Grade
	7th Grade
	8th Grade

	SOL Reading (5th)
	pass 5th grade SOL re-take
	Pass 7th grade SOL Social Studies
	pass 8th grade SOL reading

	Stanford 9 (TotRD)

latest available score
	stanines 4 and above
	
	

	Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test (SDRT)

comprehension sub-test
	within two years of grade level
	within two years of grade level
	within two years of grade level

	Additional Information
	teacher comments/ observations
	teacher comments/ observations/CMS Scores/ Released SOL test
	teacher comments/ observations/CMS Scores/ Released SOL test


Ongoing Assessment of Students in Remediation
Students in the Middle School Reading Remediation Program will earn a letter grade on their report card.  This grade will reflect their progress in mastering curriculum objectives and will be recorded as a separate grade on the report card.  The course designation number is 980320 for Reading Strategies or 980220 for SOAR to Success.  Remediation teachers and reading specialists are encouraged to collaborate with the student’s language arts and content area teachers to ensure the application of strategies in all classrooms.  The components to be graded will coordinate with the reporting strands of the SOLs including word analysis, comprehension of a variety of printed materials, and understanding the elements of literature.  In the comment section of the report card, the designation P will be used to indicate that the student “participated in an adjusted program.”

Middle School Reading Specialist Responsibilities

The Middle School Reading Specialists is responsible for developing, implementing, and monitoring the reading program for students below grade level in reading.  The Middle School Reading Specialist provides direct services to students, staff development for teachers, and communication with administration, teachers and parents.  Student services provided by the Reading Specialist supplement a student’s regular Language Arts program.  The Reading Specialist provides staff development to the teaching staff.  Services to the administrative staff and to the parent community are designed to communicate and support student progress in achieving higher skills in literacy.  The Middle School Reading Specialist coordinates language arts remediation and serves as the literacy leader in the school.  Notice 501.01-1-2 delineates the Middle School Reading Specialist Job Description.  This notice specifies that the Middle School Reading Specialist balance time among tasks associated with program development, program implementation, and program monitoring.  That balance should be approximately 40% in program development, 50% in program implementation, and 10% in program monitoring.  

The Reading Specialist’s duties in program development include:

1. Providing staff development to classroom teachers and specialists, which may include any of the following:

· Modeling Balanced Literacy instruction in classroom

· Facilitating discussion groups (Teachers as Readers)

· Leading in –service sessions based on Reading and Writing in the Secondary Grades handbook

2. Attending district-sponsored sessions for Reading Specialists to keep informed of district policies, procedures, and initiatives, and sharing those with school staff.

3. Attending professional development sessions to further personal knowledge and expertise in the teaching of reading and writing.

4. Acting as the literacy leader in the building. This includes, but is not limited to the following:

· Sharing current research in the field of reading 

· Exploring best teaching practices with the building staff

5. Assisting teachers and administration in the reviewing and purchasing of materials related to reading instruction.

6. Keeping parents and the school community at large involved with and informed of the school’s literacy program, including the additional instruction in place for at-risk students at the school.

Program Implementation

The Reading Specialist assures that students identified as below-grade level on any of the school’s standardized tests receive additional instruction in reading.  When possible, this supplemental instruction should be delivered by the Reading Specialist.  When the caseload of students is such that this becomes impossible, the Reading Specialist shall support other identified teachers in providing this supplemental instruction.

Program Coordination and Monitoring 

The Middle School Reading Specialist should:

1. Identify students to be served in the reading remediation program and

determine the level of service required based on PWC criteria.

2. Work with administration to ensure that the appropriate number of teachers are identified to work with the intervention/remediation program.

3. Assure that students identified as below grade level for reading on any of the PWCPS criteria receive the appropriate instructional support in the reading program.

4. Monitor the progress of all students on standardized tests given at the school and develop routines and procedures which keep administration informed.

5. Collect and record individual student scores in each of the PWC criteria areas.

6. Compile ongoing assessment results related to reading to determine student need, growth, and achievement over time. The reading specialist will provide the information on a report template to be forwarded at the end of each nine weeks or twelve week period to the Supervisor of Language Arts.

7. Assist teachers and administration in analyzing data in order to affect the instructional program for students.

8. Attend district sessions for Reading Specialists to keep current on policies, procedures, and initiatives in order to share those with the school staff and administration.

Staff Development to Support Teachers of the Middle School Remediation Program

The staff development opportunities presented below are designed to support teachers of language arts as well as teachers providing remediation for students in language arts.  These sessions support all language arts teachers as they design and manage instruction that incorporates guided reading groups.  The sessions designed for teachers providing remediation address the strategies to be taught as well as the instructional plan for working with students.  Level I SOAR Training is required for any teacher of SOAR groups.

Level I SOAR Training – SOAR Training is offered throughout the year.  The two-day workshop is typically offered in June, August, and December.  The individual school administrative team designates participants.  Participants practice predicting, clarifying at the word and concept level, questioning, and summarizing.

June 28-July1, 2004, we are offering the Janet Allen “It’s Never Too Late” Literacy Institute for identified teams from each middle school.  Scholarships are being provided to teams consisting of a representative teacher from ESOL, Special Education, Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, and a Librarian.  Participants will obtain 24 hours of staff development points and 24 recertification credits for attendance at the Institute.  The goal of the Institute is to provide teachers with strategies for improving student comprehension of texts from all content areas.

August 2 - August 5, 2004, from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., we are offering Creating Strategic Readers, a four-day workshop for teachers of language arts.  Presenters will model and engage teachers in reading strategies that work for all learners.  Strategies presented will correlate to the Language Arts SOL reporting categories and will address the following characteristics:  assessing schema, questioning, inferring, monitoring meaning, determining important information, and visualizing.  Participants receive 20 staff development points and 20 recertification credits.

EDRE 500 Engaging and Enriching Lifelong Readers and Writers is a three hour graduate level class offered in the spring, fall, and summer.  Participants will examine the Balanced Literacy Instructional Model, use reflective journals to enhance classroom practices, procedures, and assessments of student learning.  They will study and analyze literature for use in their classroom libraries and develop strategies for using guided reading and independent reading.  Participants will select from a predetermined list, texts they would like to have for their classroom library.  They will increase their knowledge of current instructional strategies and practices that foster literacy.  Using curriculum mapping documents, Balanced Literacy, and the Virginia SOLs, participants will align curriculum content, learning strategies, and student needs.

In the 2004-2005 school year, we are offering a course in the teaching of grammar and a course in the teaching of writing.  Each course will include strategies to enhance student achievement.

In addition to the above workshops, the Reading and Writing Across the Curriculum three-hour graduate course is offered in the summer, fall, and spring.  We also offer Word Study, a three hour graduate course that helps teachers understand how to teach vocabulary appropriately.  There are rolling inservices provided at each school on topics pertinent to increased student achievement.  Middle school teachers continue to participate in the Teachers as Readers Program.

Contact the office of Language Arts and Library Media Programs with questions about language arts remediation and staff development opportunities for middle school administrators and teachers of language arts.

2004-2005 Middle School Mathematics

SOL Remediation Program

Identification of Students and Description of Program

Students in Grades 6, 7, and 8 who failed the fifth grade SOL for mathematics or students who are significantly below grade level in mathematics are required to participate in the Middle School Mathematics SOL Remediation Program. The Middle School Mathematics SOL Remediation Program will be used to address the needs of students whose scores indicate significant problems in achieving mathematical competence. The required program will allow students additional academic time in small group settings to focus on specific mathematics strategies and skills that emphasize problem solving, communication, reasoning and proof, making connections, and using representations to build a foundational understanding of mathematics content, processes, and skills.

The 2004–2005 program is tiered to better meet the needs of individual students. Level 1 will be new for many schools in 2004-2005.

Level 1: For 6th grade students scoring at or below 350 on the 5th grade Math SOL and 7th and 8th grade students who scored at or below 350 on the retake of the 5th grade Math SOL

Students needing the most serious intervention are those who scored 350 or below on the 5th grade SOL. To improve mathematical understanding, these students should ideally receive a full year of remediation services to assist students with attaining success with current grade level objectives. These students will first spend 12 – 14 weeks in the Knowing Mathematics program, and upon completion of this program, will then participate in Level 2 of the remediation program focusing on specific objectives shown to be weak by the ARDT. Classes should have no more than eight students.

Level 2: For students scoring between 350 and 399 on the 5th grade Math SOL

Students in this category need remediation of skills below their current grade level. Students will receive remediation services for a minimum of one nine-week grading period. Most will need additional time. Students in the program are required to take the State-provided grade appropriate Pre and Post Algebra Readiness Diagnostic Tests (ARDT). Sixth graders will retake the 5th grade SOL in the spring. Students should not be removed from the program until they have met one of the exit criteria shown in the chart on the following page. Student groups should not exceed ten students. 

Schools have the option of providing after-school remediation for students whose 5th grade Mathematics SOL score is 380-399. The Math Specialist in collaboration with teachers will make decisions regarding appropriate content and length of services based on the students’ results on the ARDT Pre-test. To meet the Remediation Recovery requirements for retaking the Grade Five SOL Test, 6th grade students must remain in a before-school or after-school program for a minimum of ten instructional hours or receive services through the in-school program. Student groups should not exceed ten students.  Students not meeting the exit criteria at the conclusion of the determined length of time (a minimum of ten instructional hours) should continue in a before-school or after-school program, or be placed in the in-school program.

Level 3: For students who passed the 5th grade SOL but are not mastering grade level objectives

Schools have the option of establishing flexible intervention groups for those students not mastering current grade level objectives. These groups would consist of students that are not successful with CMS Unit Tests, or students recommended for additional assistance by their math teachers. These groups would meet and engage students in lessons that provide additional support and explanation on the current grade level objectives students have not mastered. The length of these services would be determined by the progress of students in improving their understanding and mastering objectives. 

Mathematics SOL Remediation Program Indicators

	Entrance Criteria


	Grade 6


	Grade 7
	Grade 8

	 Grade 5 Math SOL Test   

OR
	Failed 5th grade Math SOL Test

(students with scores below 350 begin in Knowing Math )


	Failed 5th grade Math SOL retake

(students with scores below 350 begin in Knowing Math )


	Failed 5th grade Math SOL retake

(students with scores below 350 begin in Knowing Math )

	Exit Criteria

OR
	----------
	Did not meet exit criteria in previous year


	Did not meet exit criteria in previous year

	Teacher Recommendation

Based on Grade Level CMS Unit Tests   


	Less than 60% mastery


	Less than 60% mastery
	Less than 60% mastery

	
	
	
	

	Exit Criteria


	Grade 6
	Grade 7
	Grade 8

	2001, 2002, or 2003 Released Math SOL Test

OR
	Score of 84% or higher

on a 5th Grade Math Released Test


	Score of 80% or higher on a Modified 8th grade Math Released Test
	Score of 74% or higher on

8th Grade Math SOL

Released Test

	Grade Level ARDT

OR
	1550 or higher
	1650 or higher
	1750 or higher

	Grade Level ARDT

Student Report

OR
	Report shows no weaknesses below current grade level
	Report shows no weaknesses below current grade level
	Report shows no weaknesses below current grade level

	Grade 5 Math SOL Spring 2004 Test
	Passing score of 400 

or higher


	----------
	----------


Ongoing Assessment of Students in Remediation

Students in the Middle School Mathematics SOL Remediation Program will earn a letter grade on their report card for the Math Support class. This grade will reflect their progress in mastering objectives from prior grade levels. The course code for Math Support is 980420. In the comment section of the report card, the designation P will be used to indicate that the student “participated in an adjusted program.”  Intervention/remediation teachers and/or Mathematics Support Specialists are encouraged to collaborate with the student’s mathematics and other content area teachers to ensure the application of strategies in all content areas. 

Middle School Math Support Specialist’s Responsibilities

The SOL Algebra Readiness Initiative Grant will provide funds for each individual school administrative team to hire a math support specialist who will coordinate the school program and work with students for 40% of a school day. This person must be certified to teach mathematics at the middle school level. Schools may use site-based funding to hire a specialist for additional time each day. There will be funding from a Federal FIE Grant to fund an additional person in several schools whose primary purpose will be to teach the Knowing Math program.

The Middle School Mathematics Support Specialist is responsible for working with the individual school administrative team, the Office of Mathematics, and the Algebra Readiness Coordinator to implement and monitor the Middle School Mathematics SOL Remediation Program for students who are below grade level in mathematics. The Middle School Mathematics Support Specialist will provide direct services to students.
The Mathematics Support Specialist’s role necessitates balancing time between program implementation and program monitoring and coordination. That balance for a part-time SOL-funded Math Support Specialist should be approximately 75% in program implementation and 25% in program monitoring and coordination of the school program. The duties under each responsibility are listed below.

· Program Implementation

The part-time Math Support Specialist (0.4 position) funded through the SOL Algebra Readiness Grant should spend a minimum of two class periods per day in direct instruction of students. A full-time specialist should instruct students 4 - 5 periods per day depending on the source of the funding. If the specialist is funded through Federal FIE Grant funds, the specialist should be teaching 5 intervention periods per day as required by the grant. If site-based funds are used, then the schedule is up to the administrator. When the caseload of students is such that the Math Support Specialist(s) alone cannot teach all students, other trained Middle School Mathematics SOL Remediation Program teachers should teach students. The Math Support Specialist(s) will confer with the Algebra Readiness Coordinator to ensure support and training for these additional instructors.

· Program Coordination and Monitoring of School Program

The SOL Math Support Specialist funded through the SOL Algebra Readiness Grant should:

1. Act as the Middle School Mathematics SOL Remediation Program leader in the building. 

2. Help ensure that all teachers use the ARDT reports to determine appropriate lessons for students.

3. Compile and provide a report at the end of each grading period or each 12-week period to the Algebra Readiness Coordinator with student names, teacher names, grade level, the number of hours of instruction, ARDT scores, SOL scores, and student scores achieved to exit the program. (The Office of Mathematics needs this data for reporting purposes.) The Algebra Readiness Coordinator will provide a report template.

4. Assist teachers and administrators by analyzing data in order to positively affect the instructional program for students. ARDT pre-test results will be used to determine areas in which students need instruction.

5.
Confer with administration and guidance to assure that students identified as below grade level for math on any of the school’s standardized tests receive additional instruction in mathematics. The Math Support Specialist or a trained Middle School Mathematics SOL Remediation Program teacher should deliver this supplemental instruction.  

      6.  Attend district-sponsored sessions for Mathematics Support Specialists to keep abreast of district policies, procedures, and initiatives, and share those with school staff and administration.

Staff Development to Support Teachers of the Middle School Mathematics Remediation Program

Staff development opportunities are designed to support teachers providing remediation and intervention services for students in mathematics. 

Teachers of the Knowing Mathematics program taught in Level I are required to attend nine-hours of training. The Knowing Mathematics Intervention Training, MAT 261, includes learning serious intervention techniques designed to help severely at-risk students develop a more complete understanding of place value, whole number operations, decimals, fractions, and geometry. Training will be available in the spring and summer of 2004, and throughout the 2004-2005 school year as needed.

All teachers in the Middle School Mathematics Remediation Program are required to attend a two-day training, Positive Intervention with Algebra Readiness in Grades 6 – 8, MAT 533.  This training provides teachers with a variety of strategies to use with students in need of mathematics remediation and intervention. Teachers also learn how to administer the Algebra Readiness Diagnostic Test (ARDT) and how to use the reports from this test to inform their instruction. This training will be offered in the summer and throughout the 2004-2005 school year. Additional training can be arranged with the Algebra Readiness Coordinator. 

The Algebra Readiness Coordinator will also provide individual assistance to schools to ensure appropriate use of reports, rubrics, and the Algebra Readiness Lesson Design. The Algebra Readiness Coordinator will provide additional training opportunities as individual schools’ needs change.  

EDUC 500 Math Intervention Part 1 for Grades 3 – 5, MAT 222, is a three-hour graduate level course offered in the fall and spring. Participants will learn to diagnose areas of difficulty and strategies for remediating these difficulties. Some of the areas addressed are place value, multiplication and division, and fractions. This class would be of great benefit to any middle school teacher working in the remediation program at that level.

